
 

  
 

Text: Hebrews 4:11-16 

Title: Pressing on in Earnest Faithfulness 

2 reasons 

I. THE SPECIAL PERSPECTIVE THAT MOTIVATES FAITHFULNESS  11-13 
Part of 3:1-4:16, of which 4:1-11 plays a major role.  Subject = Israel’s faithlessness in rejecting God’s word/promise led to her 

destruction by God in the wilderness, Ps 95:7-11.  God’s preached word must be received with faith, contra 4:2 

 A. THE CRITICAL EXHORTATION     11 

The Pattern to be Rejected– contrast with the 1st hearers of this message.  Make every effort, concentrate all your energies, etc., to 
enter, into this rest.  Be conscientious and not careless.  The Prevention that is Required– let the previous example be a deterrent to 

your committing the same sin and falling in the same destruction.  See Heb 3:17.  Fall= eternal condemnation from God’s covenant 
curse.   Comment on Ps 78:5-8.  Our duty to be diligent, exert ourselves to faith and obedience.  Pattern established in creation by 

God, Gen 2:2-3.  Already entered into this rest by faith in Christ and repentance from sin.  To be consummated when Christ comes 

again to lead us into our eternal Sabbath-rest.  

 B. THE COMMANDING EXECUTION       12 

God’s word: It Is Dynamic– offers, produces (eternal) life, Acts7:38; 1 Pe 1:23; powerful = always produces desired effect In creation, 

divine fiat and re-creation, 2 Cor 4:6.  Obey it and live rather than die as those in the wilderness. Anticipates 1 Cor 1:18; 2 Cor 4:3-6.  It 

Is Sharp– see Rev 1;16, picture of awfulness of divine judgment.  It Is Penetrating– sharpness allows it to penetrate to our innermost 

being; soul, spirit, joints, morrow = the depth and totality of our being. Discovers, uncovers and correctly judges all the musings, 

machinations, motives, thoughts, intentions, decisions of our hearts with ruthless efficiency, comprehensive effectiveness, 

indisputable correctness.  See Ps 139:1-3; Jn 12:47-48 

 C. THE CERTAIN EXPECTATION      13 

Very graphic depiction of exposure– laying bare the neck.  Hence unable to stop, thwart, alter judgment.  Certain and chilling 

expectation.  Hidden sins?  Not to our all-knowing, all-wise God.  Ps 139:8-12; Jer 23:24.  Men hiding from God since the Fall.  Give 

account = day of reckoning, perhaps an accounting term.  God = omniscient, just Auditor. 

  
II. THE SUPERIOR PRIEST THAT MODELS FAITHFULNESS   14-16 
 A. HIS HEAVENLY POSITION        14 

Superiority established by great in contrast with earthly High Priest.  His Ascension- See Heb 1:3; 9:24; exalted above the heavens, 

7:26, in the original, eternal tabernacle, etc.   His Title– Jesus= his earthly Name; Son of God =his deity.  The Person and work of the 

God-man.  Continuing  HP work in heaven.  The Conclusion– Cling to these facts, this foundation in this framework of our faith.  Maybe 
formal formulations in Creeds 

 B. HIS HOLY PREEMINENCE      15 
His Confirmed Ability– double negative for strength; he’s not detached, disconnected, dispassionate.   His Verified Capability– 

weaknesses= hunger, thirst, weariness, sadness, etc.; temptations = especially, Mt 4:1-11; faithfully withstanding their  force, frequency, 
fervency, ferocity.  His Supreme Qualification– Heb 7:26; etc.  Summarize 2:14-18 with 7:26    

 C. HIS HELPFUL PROVISION     16 

A Bold Invitation– a cultic term used for priests offering sacrifices in the presence of God, Lev 9:7; etc.  See Heb 7:25; 10:1, 22; 11:6.  

“Throne of grace” = his Kingly authority and tenderness; confidence = contrition and courage.  Our Sure Reception– mercy for past 
sins; grace for present and future need (favorable moment).  1 Cor 10:31.  Strong consolation.   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


